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By Ken Slentz, Superintendent of Schools

Dear Ballston Spa Community,

As is typically the case, the school year is flying by with our first semester now complete. Within the 
following pages you will get a sense of the many activities and celebrations that we have already had, with 
more to come as we progress through the second half of the year. Our thanks to all of you who attend the 
many events - musical performances, parent nights, athletic contests, robotics events, etc., in support of 
our students. The diversity of opportunity that our students have is a true testament to the support of the 
community and the value of a broad education for our children. 

To support this type of education, much of our work is driven by our Priorities and Goals,  which are 
in turn driven by our determination to ensure that every one of our students graduates high school with a 
meaningful diploma. The meaningfulness comes when we have caused our students to read well, write well, 
think well, learn well, and be well. This last characteristic has been a topic of discussion for some time now, 
as we see an increasing number of our students struggling with social, emotional, and mental health issues, 
which present obstacles to achieving the other characteristics noted. To best address this, we will need the 
partnership of every member of our district team, parents, service providers, law enforcement, local, county 
and state agencies, our clergy members – the list goes on – all of whom are focused on helping our students 
become the next generation of well-informed and caring citizens. This will then allow our students to get 
the most out of our increasingly well-designed curriculum and the learning opportunities and experiences 
that come with it. 

While it would be easy to rest based on the hard and remarkable work that it took to accomplish our 
most recent graduation rate of an impressive 90% - up from 89% in 2017 – that simply cannot be the case. 
The problems that our students will face as they enter the world after graduation are simply too big and too 
complex to leave to “good enough.” In my short time with the faculty, staff, and community of BSCSD, I’ve 
seen no evidence that anyone or any group is interested in anything but improving our efforts to get better 
outcomes for our kids. 

Knowing how hard we will have to work to achieve the goals we have set forth, how thoughtful we will 
have to be in our efforts, and how deliberate our actions must be to ensure that each graduate will earn 
a meaningful diploma, I am truly grateful to all who are joined in this partnership. I assure you that our 
efforts will be well worth it!

Continued on page 2

2019-2020 Budget 
Development Process 
Ongoing 

The development of the 2019-2020 General Fund 
Operating Budget officially began on December 5, 2018 with 
the presentation of the Budget Principles document to the 
Board of Education. At the December 19, 2018 meeting, the 
Board was presented with the 2019-20 Budget Goals. Both of 
these documents as well as the district’s Priorities and Goals 
can be found on our website, www.bscsd.org. As we progress 
through the development process, we will be guided by 
these documents which, in sum, suggest that we will provide 
the best possible program opportunities to our students 
within the confines of the tax paying community. Each year 
this is a difficult balancing act as there are inevitably changes 
in requirements, learning standards, etc., from the state and 
federal governments which in turn often require additional 
training and resources to ensure that we comply with these 
requirements, while also maintaining a very high standard 
for teaching and learning within the district. 

The Board will adopt the budget proposal in April, so 
please stay tuned to the development of the budget plan, 
attend upcoming Board of Education meetings on March 6, 
March 20, April 3, and April 17, and/or contact us for more 
information. This year’s final Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for May 8, and the statewide school budget vote is on May 
21, 2019. For more information, please visit the website or 
contact the district office at (518) 884-7195. 

Ballston Spa Voters Approve Facilities 
Improvement Plan

District residents came out to the polls and approved 
the school district’s Phase III Facilities Improvement Bond 
Referendum on October 16, 2018. The voters’ approval allows 
the district to proceed with the design, development, and 
construction as outlined in the improvement plans.

“On behalf of the Board of Education and our BSCSD team, I 
would like to express our appreciation to the voters who have 
clearly demonstrated their support of the Phase III facilities 
referendum,” indicated Superintendent Ken Slentz. Further, 
“These improvements are part of the Board’s commitment to 
provide safe, secure and productive learning environments for 
the students in the school district for the coming years.” 

The proposed improvements include renovations in the 
Grove Street section of the Malta Avenue Elementary School as 
well as the outdated classrooms, bathrooms and locker rooms 
at the Ballston Spa Middle School. High School renovations 
include the replacement of the original cogeneration 
equipment and related control systems, upgrades to the 
auditorium and technology classroom access. The proposed 
athletic improvements include rehabilitation of fields in front 
of and behind the Middle School, the construction of a new 
multipurpose field on the south end of the campus and a new 
athletic storage building.

The bond referendum totaled $23,980,000 for the Phase III 
facilities improvements.  As a result of utilizing $6,325,000 from 
the district’s Capital Reserve Fund, the projected net tax impact 

https://www.bscsd.org/cms/lib/NY02211965/Centricity/Domain/11/Public%20Draft%20Priorities%20and%20Goals%202018-19%20123118.pdf
https://www.bscsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=13000
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Instructional Technology in Our 
Schools

Instructional technology continues to change at a 
rapid pace throughout society. The Ballston Spa Central 
School District ensures that our learning community has 
access to technology-rich environments that keep up 
with the latest academic and technological trends in our 
ever-changing world. 

Scotties of all age levels have immersed themselves 
in the use of embedded instructional technology tools. 
The secondary school level is currently mastering 
the use of GSuite and Schoology via Chromebooks 
through the BSpa Connected 1:1 Chromebook 
Initiative. The elementary school level is becoming 
familiar with Google Classroom to provide exposure 
to a Learning Management System (LMS) at an early 
age.  In addition, Schoology, Reflex Math, iReady and 
e-Doctrina assist educators in analyzing gaps in learning, 
while ensuring that the needs of every learner are met 
through differentiated instruction and data driven 
practices.  Schoology has also been vital to the district’s 
professional development program, as online offerings 
provide faculty and staff the opportunity to further 
enhance their knowledge in an asynchronous learning 
environment.

The High School now houses two Scotties Virtual 
Learning Centers (which are the epitome of cutting-edge 
Virtual Reality (VR)) and were created in collaboration 
with GLOBALFOUNDRIES. Programs that are currently 
in use in BSHS classrooms include (but are certainly 
not limited to) Organon 3D Anatomy, Google Earth, Tilt 
Brush, Masterpiece VR, Earthlight Spacewalk, Google 
Expeditions, Everest VR and theBlu. Students and 
teachers can explore various museums and monuments, 
take a trip under the sea, climb to the summit of Everest, 
explore different biomes, take a trip through the inside 
of the human body, tour colleges, and get an inside look 
at different careers! The possibilities are endless with VR!

The district’s Instructional Technology team remains 
current by undergoing training for vetted products 
such as Safari Montage, Root Robotics, and Nearpod 
(to name a few). The district has also partnered with 
the BrightBytes Technology & Learning platform to 
understand how technology influences teaching and 
learning in addition to helping improve technology 
environments that provide meaningful learning 
experiences. We assess our instructional technology 
programming on a regular basis and will announce new 
endeavors as they develop.  Additional information can 
be found on the Instructional Technology website, by 
contacting Nicole Holehan, Coordinator of Instructional 
Technology, at nholehan@bscsd.org or (518)884-
7290 x3509 or by following on Twitter @BSpa_EdTech. 

Students Explore Science & 
Engineering with RPI Ambassadors

The Middle School recently welcomed the Rensselaer 
Engineering Ambassadors into the school to share 
research topics that they have studied at RPI and to 
inspire the students about the role of engineering 
and technology in society. Over 600 Middle School 
students participated in the science and engineering 
program during their science or technology classes. 
The college aged ambassadors taught the younger 
students an engineering or science lesson and provided 
a demonstration or a hands-on design activity. 

This year’s topics that were presented to the different 
classes included Humanitarian Logistics, Designing 
an Athlete, Nuclear Powered Spaceflight, Chemical & 
Engineering Processes, Tissue Engineering and Roller 
Coasters. 

School Resource Officer Logo 
Contest Results

The Saratoga County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Ballston Spa Middle/High Schools recently sponsored 
a SRO Logo contest for use by the School Resource 
Officer program. Students in grades 6-12 were invited 
to enter their original designs for a patch to be used 
for the program. Designs incorporated images that 
are representative of the school and the Sheriff’s 
Department. Prizes were awarded by guest judges for 
the top three designs at both the Middle and the High 
Schools.

There were close to 300 entries in the Middle School 
which made choosing three winners and a most creative 
entry a very challenging task.  Students selected for 
having the award winning designs included 3rd Place 
($25 Amazon Gift Card) Katrina M. Momrow, 8th grade; 
2nd Place ($50 Amazon Gift Card) Sara Kudlack, 8th 
grade; and 1st Place ($75 Amazon Gift Card / Sticker of 
winning logo) Joseph Hoffman, 6th grade. The student 
selected with the Most Creative design was Sarah 
Skylstad, 8th grade.

There were over 30 creative entries submitted by 
the High School students which made choosing three 
winners and a most creative entry a difficult task.  
Students selected by the judges for having the award 
winning designs included 3rd Place ($25 Amazon Gift 
Card) Klara Ann Moeckel, 12th grade; 2nd Place ($50 
Amazon Gift Card) Lindsay Thimineur, 12th grade; and 
1st Place ($75 Amazon Gift Card / Sticker of winning 
logo) Lindsay Thimineur, 12th grade. The student 
selected with the Most Creative design was Michael 
Batchelder, 12th grade.

The guest judges included Saratoga County Sheriff 
Zurlo, Assistant Superintendent Jones, BSMS Principal 
Motler, SRO Director Ken Cooper and SCSDPBA Deputy 
Swatling. Funding support was provided by the Saratoga 
County Deputy Sheriff’s Police Benevolent Association.

Taste of Ballston Spa Hosted 
by the Ballston Spa Education 

Foundation 
The Ballston Spa Education Foundation (BSEF) 
will host the annual Taste of Ballston Spa on  

April 8, 2019 in the High School cafeteria from 
6 – 8:00 pm. The dinner offers participants a 

chance to sample foods from a variety of local 
restaurants while providing support for the 

foundation. Additional information is on the BSEF 
website at www.bspaedfoundation.com. 

Incoming Kindergarten Student 
Registration Events 
The annual Kindergarten registration process for 
all incoming Kindergarten students is held in each 
of the district’s elementary schools (ES) during the 
spring.  Specific information will be sent directly 
from the elementary schools to parents during 
the winter months. The four elementary schools 
have also established the following schedule for 
screening and registration appointments during 
the Spring of 2019:  Wood Road ES on April 9-11, 
Milton Terrace ES & Malta Avenue ES on April 15-17 
and Gordon Creek ES on May 13-15. Anyone with 
an incoming Kindergarten student who is not 
already in contact with the school is asked to call 
the Registration Office at (518) 602-0256. 

Schools Compete in FIRST LEGO 
League Qualifying Tournament

Our High School’s FIRST Robotics Team #3044 and 
FIRST Tech Challenge Team #6945 recently hosted a 
Hudson Valley FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Qualifying 
Tournament in December. Nine FLL teams and six Jr. FLL 
teams participated in the regional tournament.  The first 
and second place overall winners were Brick2Brick from 
Queensbury Union Free SD and Malta Bots from Malta 
Avenue Elementary School, respectively. These two 
teams both qualified to move on to the Championship 
Tournament at Dutchess Community College on 
February 9, 2019. 

Other awards and the teams that received them 
include:

• Robot Design (Bionic Builders, Ballston Spa Middle  
 School)

• Project Award (Lake George Warriors, Lake George 
 CSD)

• Core Values (Malta Bots, Malta Avenue Elementary  
 School)

• Robot Performance (Malta Bots, Malta Avenue  
 Elementary School)

The Ballston Spa Central School District fielded five 
FLL teams for the 2018 season thanks to the donations of 
corporate sponsors, including the Ballston Spa National 
Bank, Bechtel, General Electric, GLOBALFOUNDRIES, 
CSArch, Union Fire Co of Ballston Spa, Technical Building 
Services and National Grid. Teams participating in the 
competition were from the Gordon Creek, Malta Avenue, 
and Wood Road Elementary Schools, as well as two 
teams from the Ballston Spa Middle School.

This year's FLL challenge, Into Orbit, required students 
to design a LEGO robot that could be programmed to 
operate independently on the competition table and 
accomplish several space related tasks. The teams were 
judged based on the robot’s performance, design, core 
values and on a project that asked them to develop the 
innovation that will help earthlings get to Mars.  In the 
2018 Jr. FLL Mission Moon Challenge children ages 6 
to 9 were asked to design and build a Moon Base using 
LEGOs.

The tournament is funded by Hudson Valley 
FLL, Dutchess Community College, New York Tech 
Valley FIRST, IBM, and IEE.   FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology) was founded 
in 1989 to inspire young people’s interest in science 
and technology. FIRST offers three levels of competitive 
challenges each year to youth around the globe. 

Additional information is available by contacting 
Ballston Spa K-12 Science Coordinator Diane Irwin at 
dirwin@bscsd.org or at the High School by calling 
(518) 884-7150.

on the average home assessed at $235,000 is estimated 
to be an average of $11.60 per year starting in 2021. 
Additional information about the plan, site and building 
drawings, video tour, as well as photos of current 
facilities are located on the Facilities Improvement 
Project pages of the district website at www.bscsd.
org.

Voters Approve Facilities 
Improvement Plan  
 continued from page 1

mailto:nholehan%40bscsd.org?subject=
http://www.bspaedfoundation.com
mailto:dirwin%40bscsd.org?subject=
http://www.bscsd.org
http://www.bscsd.org
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The Office of District Advancement provides a 
framework for building resource capacity in the district 
by cultivating strong community support, private 
and public partnerships and viable individual giving 
and grants programs. The Ballston Spa Partnership for 
Innovation in Education Fund, a component fund of the 
Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region, 
supports the district’s enrichment programs and 
initiatives such as Sponsor-A-Scholar, STEM & Robotics, 
Performing & Fine Arts, and the Clean Technologies & 
Sustainable Industries Early College High School (Clean 
Tech ECHS). 

Ballston Spa Schools Host Fall 
Family Festival

The district hosted the annual Fall Family Festival 
presented by Ballston Spa National Bank in October in a 
new location, the High School cafeteria. The free event 
offered over twenty activities organized by student 
groups and schools, including festive face painting, 
pumpkin decorating, arts and crafts, related games, 
STEM activities, student fall-themed art displays and 
more.

Over $2,000 was raised through event sponsorships, 
individual donations and pizza sales to support the 
Ballston Spa Partnership for Innovation in Education 
Fund, a component fund or the Community Foundation 
of the Greater Capital Region. The district extends a 
huge thank you to the event sponsors including Ballston 
Spa National Bank, Title Sponsor; Ellms Family Farm, 
Supporting Sponsor; and the Ballston Spa Teachers’ 
Association, Refreshments Sponsor.

Students Collect Over $7400 for 
Charities via SEFCU Penny Harvest

The annual fall harvesting of pennies has been 
completed in the Ballston Spa schools. Students 
collected over $7,400 this fall that will now be given 
back to local charities in the spring. The grand total now 
reaches over $97,159 that has been raised by students 
and given to the community through the program 
during the past eleven years.  

This year, over 65 students were chosen as Penny 
Harvest leaders in their respective schools and they are 
now responsible for researching local community issues 
and non-profit organizations that would benefit from 
their donation. Members of the student roundtable in 
each school will then interview representatives from 
local organizations and discuss how their funds could be 
used to further support these non-profits.  

The SEFCU Penny Harvest is implemented in grades 
K-12, in all six school buildings in the district, and 
has proven to be successful in educating students in 
service learning, financial literacy, and 21st Century 
learning skills. This program teaches students about 
the importance of philanthropy and service as well as 
teaching math, communication, and team building skills. 
Last year students donated $9,400 in funds to eight local 
non-profit organizations during the district’s annual 
Penny Harvest Celebration that took place in May.

The program, now in its twelfth year, is implemented 
in the fall of each school year and the funding presented 
to local charities in May.  The district is very grateful to 
SEFCU for sponsoring the program and for processing all 
of the pennies. 

Get Ready for the 4th Annual 
Scotties Stampede

Everyone in the Ballston Spa school community 
is invited to join together for the 4th annual 5k for 
Education Walk/Run, the Scotties Stampede. It will be 
held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 9:00 am, starting at 
the district’s tennis courts on Garrett Road.   The primary 
goal of the 5k is to bring our community together 
for a fun, fitness event and encourage students and 
families to participate in healthy and active lifestyles. 
Financially, the event will support the district’s Ballston 
Spa Partnership for Innovation in Education Fund, a 
component fund of the Community Foundation for the 
Greater Capital Region. Please mark your calendars and 
register for the event at www.scottiesstampede.org.

Ballston Spa National Bank 
Continues Support for Innovation
The district has once again received generous support 
from Ballston Spa National Bank (BSNB) to fund the 
Ballston Spa High School Robotics Team’s participation 
in the annual US FIRST Robotics competition. The 
$6,000 in funding, combined with additional corporate 
sponsorships and team fundraising, will allow the 
district’s team to design and construct a robot according 
to this year’s specifications, participate in regional 
competitions, and continue to expand the robotics 
initiatives to additional students in the district. 

The district continues to focus on partnerships with 
business and non-profit organizations throughout 
the region as part of the Partnership for Innovation 
in Education program. The Ballston Spa High School 
Robotics Team uses the support they receive to mentor 
and sponsor nine STEM related teams in the elementary 
and middle schools, and to participate in regional 
competitions. Since sponsoring the first High School 
team eleven years ago, BSNB’s ongoing commitment 
has helped our program grow to eight teams across the 
district this year and helped our students compete three 
times in the World Finals.

Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association 
Provides New Books for Students

The Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association (BSTA) is 
participating in a statewide program, NYSUT/AFT’s 
Leaders for Literacy, which provides brand new, high 
quality books to at-risk students in our community.   
To date, the Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association has 
distributed almost 50,000 books to students in the 
Ballston Spa school community through very popular 
Book Bonanzas at various events throughout the district.  

Books will be given away to students and families 
at the district’s annual Wellness Expo on April 13, 2019. 
The district extends its appreciation to the BSTA for their 
commitment to supporting literacy and putting books in 
the hands of students who will benefit the most.

Middle School Receives Recognition 
for Innovative Mediation Program

The Ballston Spa Middle School (BSMS) received 
recognition from Mediation Matters at their 6th Annual 
Fundraising Dinner. The Middle School faculty and staff 
have implemented an innovative program that allows 
students to avoid suspension and instead remain in 
school to work alongside staff to develop constructive 
problem solving skills and peaceful resolutions. Through 
this forward thinking approach, the school is enabling its 
students to grow and mature, while also instilling values 
that will help them to become productive members of 
society.

The Middle School has been committed to 
implementing restorative practices with students. Using 
a mediation approach to problem solve around peer 
conflict has proven to be both effective and incredibly 
rewarding. 

Mediation Matters is a multi-faceted organization 
increasing the community’s capacity to resolve conflict 
in nonviolent, self-determined ways. After almost four 
decades, Mediation Matters celebrates its current 
initiatives and recognizes new emerging partnerships 
and approaches annually. 

Elementary School Nationally 
Recognized as a School of 
Excellence, Again!

Milton Terrace Elementary School received 
recognition from the NYS Northeast Region PTA for 
earning a National PTA School of Excellence designation 
for the third time based on their achievement in 
building effective family-school partnerships.  This past 
summer, applications were reviewed from PTAs and 
schools across the country, and Milton Terrace once 
again demonstrated how they stood out as nationwide 
leaders in developing partnerships with families in the 
school community.  The school previously earned the 
designation twice, most recently in September 2016. 
Research shows that when families and schools work 
together, student achievement increases, schools 
improve and communities grow stronger. Being 
recognized as a National PTA School of Excellence 
demonstrates the school’s leadership and commitment 
to partnering to support student success and continuous 
school improvement.  

District Continues to 
Secure Support for Student 

Enrichment

http://www.scottiesstampede.org


4 www.bscsd.org

Clean Technologies & Sustainable Industries  
ECHS Provides New Opportunities for Students

Program Connects Education and 
Workforce 

The Clean Tech ECHS hosted a Business & Education 
Breakfast on January 16, 2019, focused on the topic 
of the education to workforce pipeline.  Program staff 
discussed outcomes of alumni in the workforce and how 
through business engagement with students we are able 
to provide a strong workforce.  Following the program, 
business partners, educators, and families attended a 
Student Project Exhibition, where juniors showcased 
their micro home models and seniors presented their 
solutions to local and global human needs using solar 
energy.

Students Engage with Business and 
Industry

All students in the Clean Tech ECHS program have 
the opportunity to complete a 40 hour field experience 
in business and industry during the summer before 
their senior year. Field experiences provide students the 
opportunity to be actively and productively engaged 
in the workplace. They are designed to give students 
hands-on experience in a field of interest, learn and 
practice occupational skills, and provide the opportunity 
to learn about career options. If you are interested 
in hosting a student for a field experience related to 
Clean Energy, Computer Science, Entrepreneurship/
Innovation/Leadership, or Mechatronics, please contact 
Adrienne Snow, ECHS Program Coordinator, at asnow@
bscsd.org.  

Clean Tech ECHS Enrolling Students 
for 2019-2020

The Clean Tech ECHS is currently enrolling 8th grade 
students from across the Capital Region to join the 
program for 2019-2020 as they enter the 9th grade. 
School district leaders, parents and high school students 
interested in learning more about the program are 
invited to attend an information session on March 7, 
2019 at HVCC’s TEC-SMART facility to learn more about 
the program, hear directly from current students and 
tour the facility. There are also limited spots open for 
incoming 10-12th graders for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Students are invited to attend a Shadow Day on 
March 20, 2019 from 8:00 - 9:30am to learn more about 
the student experience in the program.  Applications for 
applying to the program are due by March 29, 2019. 

ECHS Students Participate in 
National Manufacturing Month 
Events 

The students from the Clean Technologies & 
Sustainable Industries Early College High School (Clean 
Tech ECHS) in Malta recently participated in a series 
of regional manufacturing tours and activities with 
industry partners as part of National Manufacturing 
Month. Throughout the first week of October, juniors 
participated in tours across the region, including RASP 
Inc., located in Gansevoort, to learn about industrial 
controls manufacturing; Greno Industries in Schenectady 
to learn about the manufacturing process of machined 
parts including CNC precision machining; and P1 
Package One Industries in Schenectady to learn about 
advanced manufacturing, design and engineering. 

The Center for Economic Growth (CEG) and the Clean 
Tech ECHS partnered on a manufacturing industry 
challenge that was presented to 11th and 12th grade 
students on October 3, 2018. CEG kicked off the event 
with a presentation about recycling and refining waste 
material in manufacturing, and challenged students 
to identify solutions for local manufacturers to utilize. 
Following the presentation, students investigated and 
developed solutions for reusing food and glass materials. 
Some students will continue to develop solutions as 
part of their Capstone Projects and will present them 
at the 11th and 12th Grade Student Project Exhibition 
to parents, business partners and civic leaders later this 
semester.

The Clean Tech ECHS was developed in 2011 by 
the Ballston Spa Central School District in partnership 
with Hudson Valley Community College (HVCC) and 
the New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA). The program continues to leverage 
its relationship with over 45 leaders in business and 
industry, the New York State Education Department 
(NYSED), the State University of New York (SUNY) and 
HVCC to provide authentic learning experiences for 
students. 

The program has grown regionally from originally 
serving 25 students in two school districts, to now 
serving over 275 students from across 19 school districts 
in ten counties. Students in the program earn up to 30 
college credits from HVCC in this ECHS model.  Students 
have the option to explore one of four career pathways 
including Clean Energy, Computer Science & Information 
Systems, Mechatronics, and Entrepreneurship, 
Leadership & Innovation.

The program is held in HVCC’s TEC-SMART at 345 
Hermes Road in Malta, NY.  For more information, please 
contact ECHS Program Coordinator Adrienne Snow for 
the Ballston Spa Central School District at asnow@
bscsd.org or (518) 629-4981.

Ballston Spa Girls Learn about STEM 
Careers at 2018 Summit 

One hundred seventh grade girls from Ballston Spa 
Middle School recently participated with girls from 
throughout the region at the 2018 Girls’ STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) Summit hosted at 
Hudson Valley Community College’s TEC-SMART. 

The event was organized by the non-profit Girls Inc. 
of the Greater Capital Region in collaboration with their 
partners so female students could learn from women 
working in STEM fields about their educational and 
career paths and what they do.  The goal of the summit 
is to expose middle school-aged girls to positive and 
engaging STEM-skill experiences and to stimulate 
curiosity and interest in STEM careers. 

Ballston Spa Middle School’s participation in the 
program was made possible by a grant from the 
Adirondack Trust Company Community Fund.

Work Based Learning Program 
Continues to Expand 

The Ballston Spa Work Based Learning Program offers 
opportunities for students to gain hands-on experience 
in the world of work.  In its third year, the 2018-2019 
school year continues the upward growth in student 
participation from 2017-2018. In conjunction with their 
high school coursework, this program promotes the 
development of employability skills so that students are 
better prepared to enter the workforce upon graduating 
from high school.

This year students in grades 9 through 12 are 
completing semester-long work experiences while 
taking a companion Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) course through the BSHS Business Department.  
Coursework closely follows the NYS Career Development 
and Occupational Studies (CDOS) curriculum with a 
focus on workforce skill development. 

The Work Based Learning Program’s dual pronged 
approach of classroom instruction and worksite 
application allows for students to learn skills in the 
classroom and quickly apply them on their job site.  
There are currently 41 students, an increase of 127% 
from 2017-2018, and over quadruple participation 
from year one of the program, participating in work 
experiences in the Ballston Spa community. They are 
being supervised by two certified job coaches who 
provide real time feedback on their performance at each 
site.

The district is currently partnered with three external 
organizations that serve as worksite hubs, and are 
actively seeking more.   As the program continues to 
expand, it plans to increase partnerships in order to 
ensure a variety of options are available for students to 
explore. 

GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Town of 
Malta Foundation Supports School 
Projects

The Ballston Spa schools were among the community 
organizations selected to receive funding from the 
GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Town of Malta Foundation as they 
announced their awards for 2018. The district received 
$3,500 in funding for the annual Tech Valley Robot 
Rumble Off-Season Robotics Competition held at the 
High School in the fall.  The Ballston Spa FIRST Robotics 
Team #3044 was awarded a $4,000 grant to support the 
team’s participation in regional competitions. Additional 
organizations in the district receiving grants include 
$2,790 to the Malta Avenue PTA and $2,000 to the 
Gordon Creek Elementary School PTA to provide Arts-In-
Education programs in the schools.

The Ballston Spa Middle School’s Launching 
Pad Productions received $2,500 to support their 
performance of HONK! Jr. in February. The Ballston 
Spa High School’s Student Book Club received $2,056 
to purchase books and support club activities, the 
Young Adult Reading Project received $750 for books, 
while the Senior Short Story class received $1,247 to 
fund a field trip to theatrical performances. The High 
School’s Outdoor Club received $2,500 to purchase 
essential outdoor equipment (snow shoes, microspikes 
or mountain bikes). The Ballston Spa High School 
PTSA was awarded a $4,000 grant to help with Arts-In-
Education programs and the annual After-Prom activities 
implemented by the parent organization each spring.

For more information, visit the Foundation’s web site 
at https://sites.google.com/site/gfmaltafoundationorg/
home.

mailto:asnow%40bscsd.org?subject=
mailto:asnow%40bscsd.org?subject=
mailto:asnow%40bscsd.org?subject=
mailto:asnow%40bscsd.org?subject=
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Teachers and Students to Benefit 
from Generous Donation to BSEF

Growing up in Ballston Spa and attending the 
Ballston Spa schools left a large impression on one family 
of three siblings who now have chosen to pay back 
the district with a large gift in honor of their father. The 
children of Fred Reiners, Scott (Class of 1995), Kelly (Class 
of 1997) and Lindsay (Class of 1998), along with their 
mother, Susan Heim, have gifted just over $100,000.00 to 
the Ballston Spa Education Foundation (BSEF) to support 
educational enrichment grants in the classrooms of the 
Ballston Spa Central School District. 

Fred Reiners passed away in 2001, after a 28 year 
career in engineering at Beeche Systems Corp. and the 
Fort Miller Group. Throughout his life, Fred was deeply 
involved in youth activities in Ballston Spa, including 
as a coach for the Odyssey of the Mind program at the 
Ballston Spa schools.  Following his passing, the Fort 
Miller Group created The Fred Reiners Charitable Trust 
in his memory and appointed his family as its trustees. 
After providing The Fred Reiners Memorial Scholarship 
for graduating students from Ballston Spa High School 
for several years, the family decided to make a larger 
impact in the district by gifting the entire amount of the 
charitable trust to the BSEF.

The gift will have a transformative impact on the 
BSEF’s ability to help the students of the Ballston Spa 
Central School District. Up to $10,000 per year will be 
distributed as the “BSEF/Fred Reiners Memorial Grant 
for Educational Enrichment” to teachers throughout the 
district. These yearly grant distributions will directly align 
with the BSEF’s mission to fund educational enrichment 
for the students of Ballston Spa – projects that impact 
students’ intellectual, emotional, physical, or social 
development, whether it be in the form of increasing the 
depth and/or variety of subjects, or some other form of 
educational benefit.

Family representative Scott Reiners indicated 
that “My mother and sisters wanted to demonstrate 
our support for the teachers in Ballston Spa while 
providing incentive for them to think outside the box 
and provide enrichment experiences for the students 
in the classroom.” The BSEF will award the first grant 
in the Spring of 2019 and plans to celebrate the gift 
with the Reiners family at the Taste of Ballston Spa, the 
BSEF annual fundraising dinner, on April 8, 2019 at the 
Ballston Spa High School. 

Gordon Creek Attendance Program 
Receives Support

The Gordon Creek Elementary School in Ballston Spa 
recently accepted a donation from Marvin and Company 
to support their mission to increase student attendance. 
The school’s Attendance Committee works closely with 
students and their families to make attending school a 
daily priority and to promote good/better attendance 
habits at a young age. The pay-it-forward donation of 
$95 will be used by the committee to provide incentives 
for families to commit to increasing the attendance rate 
of their students.

The Girls Swim & Diving Team completed the 
season with six athletes qualifying for the NY State 
Championships including Emma Hoffman, Corinne 
Pepper, Kaitlyn Dybowski, Annalise Pepper, Sarah Helly 
and Tierra Damico.

The Boys Soccer Team finished as the Section 2 
Class A Runner-Up and had two athletes selected for 
the Suburban Council All-Star teams including Michael 
Robyck (2nd team) and Ian Defilippis (1st team). 

The Girls Soccer Team finished second in the 
Suburban Council Grey Division and had two athletes 
selected for the Suburban Council All-Star teams 
including Caitlin Wania (1st team) and Laila Cowsette 
(2nd team). 

The Girls Volleyball Team was the Section 2 Class 
AA Semi-Finalist and had three athletes selected for 
the Suburban Council All-Star teams. Angelina Stile 
was selected for the 1st team Suburban Council All-
Star, Megan McMahon and Anna Pilkey for the 2nd 
team Suburban Council All-Star and for the Suburban 
Council All-Star Honorable Mention team Trinity Kelsey, 
Samantha Russell and Paige Davis. 

The Varsity Football Team had five team members 
nominated to the Grasso Division All-Star 1st team, Jason 
McCarthy, Jake Stangle, Zach Washington, Aidan Thomas 
and Anthony Devizzo; and two team members selected 
for the Grasso Division All-Star 2nd team, Colby Harblin 
and James Prastio Jr.

Our Boys Cross Country Team was the 11th ranked 
Class A Team in NYSPHSAA and qualified for the 
NYSPHSAA/NYS Federation Championship Meet for the 
1st time as a team. Ben Guerin was selected to the 1st 
team Suburban Council All-Star. 

Our Girls Cross Country Team earned 10th place 
in the Suburban Council Meet, 8th place at the Section 
2 meet and Faith Demars was the Section 2 Class A 
Individual Runner-Up. She was also selected to the 1st 
team Suburban Council All-Star and participated in the 
NYSPHSAA/NYS Federation Championship Meet.

Our Boys Golf Team placed 10th in the Suburban 
Council Tournament and Jake Manderson advanced to 
the ABCD playoffs. 

The Girls Tennis Team was the Section 2 Class A 
Runner-Up, and earned second place in the Suburban 

Council Grey Division with six individuals qualifying for 
the Section 2 Tournament.

Additional information on student athlete 
achievements as well as all athletic team information is 
posted on the athletic department page of the district 
website. Also, follow us on Twitter @B_Spa_Athletics or 
on our Live Twitter Feed on the website.

Interscholastic Athletic Accomplishments – Fall 2018
Eight of the Ballston Spa fall varsity teams qualified for recognition as a NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athlete Team based on the academic accomplishments of 115 student 
athletes (combined GPA of 93.63).  Congratulations to all!  #GoScotties

Race to Space at Super Science 
Saturday

The district’s four elementary school PTAs hosted 
the annual Super Science Saturday on January 19, 
2019 in the Wood 
Road Elementary 
School cafetorium/
gymnasium. The 
event provided 
elementary 
students with 
the opportunity 
to participate in 
many exciting 
hands-on science experiments focused on the Race to 
Space. Students moved around to various stations at 
their own pace to conduct space experiments, visit the 
StarLab Dome, Fortnite Escape Room and even construct 
terrariums. 

The district also provided a sneak peek and details 
about the Elementary Science and Engineering Fair, 
which is scheduled for Saturday, March 2, 2019. The 
Science Fair is open to students from the four elementary 
schools in grades K-5. It is designed to teach them about 
the Scientific Method by asking them to do a scientific 
investigation on a topic area of their choice and prepare 
a display board to present their findings. 

The Super Science Saturday PTA chair members and 
district staff would like to extend their appreciation to 
all the parent and student volunteers who make the 
experiments possible as well as all the local businesses 
who donated items. Thank you to all the PTA leaders, 
volunteers and organizations who participated - another 
great event for the students in BSpa!

Scottie’s Closet Distributes Clothing 
to Hundreds 

The Middle School held the 10th annual Scottie’s 
Closet event in November and provided free gently 
used clothing, books, coats, and shoes to nearly 300 
students, families and individuals.  This annual event 
is organized by Middle School social workers Gaylen 
Wichrowski and Christine Jones, along with numerous 
parent representatives, school and community 
volunteers.  All of the items donated to Scottie’s Closet 
are provided free to students, families and members of 
the community. This annual community event would not 
be possible without the tireless efforts of districtwide 
school and community volunteers who donate, sort and 
merchandise all of the items in the cafeteria. 
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Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble Connect Visits Ballston Spa 
Middle School

Over 100 Ballston Spa 7th grade Orchestra, Band and Choir students recently 
attended an interactive presentation with visiting musicians from Carnegie Hall’s 
Ensemble Connect program.  Ensemble Connect is a two-year fellowship program for the 
finest young professional musicians in the country, designed to develop the artistic 
values and skills necessary for careers that combine musical excellence with education, 
community engagement, advocacy, and leadership. 

The program reflects the belief that today’s artists require both the ability to perform 
at the highest level and the capacity to give back to the community, inspiring the next 
generation of quality musicians and music lovers. The visiting musicians included 
the students in their presentation and provided mini-lessons about their musical 
performance. They also provided all students with free tickets to their concert on 
October 19, 2018 at Skidmore.

BSHS Students Present Almost, Maine
The High School Troupe proudly presented the play Almost, Maine during four 

performances in mid-November. The play includes nine vignettes performed by 
two or three student actors in each scene. Even though the scenery was simplistic 
and straightforward, the dialogue and actions of the actors were quite complex and 
meaningful. Almost, Maine’s cast included Kyle Camilli, Anthony D’Annibale, Natalie 
DiStefano, Peter Evans, Jacqueline Frederick, Grace Glastetter, Angela Gori, Mark 
Hoffman, Mira Jaeger, Harrison Martinez, John Murphy, Payton Phillips, Mackenzie 
Rickson, Jared Wachtel, Shasha Wallis, Jack Whalen, Saade White, Maeve Wroblewski, 
and Karyn Zink.

Honk! Jr. Presented by Middle School’s Launching Pad 
Productions

Launching Pad Productions, the Ballston Spa Middle School drama club, presented 
the musical Honk! Jr. as this year’s annual production.  With 50 kids in the cast and 
another 60 working behind the scenes, this was a show not to miss!  It was perfect for 
families of all shapes and sizes. The show was directed and produced by Middle School 
teacher, Joseph Shaver, choreographed by Ballston Spa alum Sarah VanAernem, and 
music directed by Chellae Brooks.

High School Troupe Presents Newsies
The High School Troupe is proud to present a musical 

comedy, Newsies, for their annual spring production.  
Performances are scheduled for 7:00 pm on March 21, 22, 

and 23 (and 1:00 pm on 3/23) at the Ballston Spa High School. 
Tickets are $12 for adults and $7 for students and seniors. This 

is a family friendly show. Please visit the BSHS website for 
more information or call the school at 884-7150.

Congratulations to Our Students Performing with 
Music Honor Groups

Many Middle and High School students represented our school district in Honor 
Music Groups at the County, Suburban Council, and Area All State earlier this school 
year. Congratulations to all the students on your achievements, and thank you for 
representing our district so well with your effort and talent! The students will be 
recognized by the Board of Education at the March 6, 2019 meeting in honor of Music 
in Our Schools Month at 7:00 pm in the Ballston Spa High School Library. Join us for 
additional events during the month including the annual Pops Concert on March 9, 
2019 at 7:30 pm in the High School. 

The following Elementary, Middle and High School students represented our school 
district in Music Honor Groups at the County, Suburban Council, and Area All State 
level this school year, including: 

All County Band
6-7 James Houghton, Hudson Seplowitz, Ryan Otten, Rebekah Marvel, Julia
 Bodien, Brooke Cearley, Amelia Fleischman, Christopher Desmond, 
 Samuel Carioto Savoie, Hannah Smith
8-9 Lee McKinley, Isabelle Layer, Zach Baskin, Madilyn Wilson, Andrew 
 Wade, Michael Flynn, Michael Desmond, Andrew Paster, Jared Wachtel, 
 Zachary Ellsworth 
10-12 Robbie Bodien, Zachary Greenspan, Eli Sutton, Carleigh Wachtel

All County Orchestra
6-7 Andrew Brooks, Eva Bernad, Ally Teitsch, Luke Staszak, Kendall Winters, 
 Charlotte Tan, Victoria Jaruga
8-9 Jillian Fernau, Paige Dubiac, Kentaro Tan, Hannah Kalinkewicz, Ryan 
 Mullin, Karina Greco, Teah Morelli, Avery Scatena, Madison Ballou,
 Madeline Caffrey, Sarah Holmes, Elizabeth Mull, Alyssa Carrigan
10-12 Savannah Miller, Mira Jaeger, Kara Cataldo, Madison Franco, Thomas 
 McLean, Jenna Gold-Wienk, Emma Rask, Caitlin Doyle, Alyssa Stoffel,  
 Zarah Costigan, Kiana Pearson, Nicholas Wright

All County Jazz Band
Zachary Baskin, Jacob Bickel

All County Chorus
Angela Capuano, Olivia Faul, John Murphy, Molly Filburn, Matty Elie, Anna Peltier

Suburban Council Music Festival 
MS Band Brooke Cearley, Ryan Otten
MS Orchestra Madison Ballou, Reese Ahern-Stetson, Sahar Nagshi
   
Area All State Music Festival 
Band  Carleigh Wachtel    
Orchestra Savannah Miller, Zarah Costigan
Chorus  Olivia Faul 

Melodies of Christmas Chorale
Angela Capuano, Olivia Faul

Fine Arts Happenings

https://www.bscsd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=12777&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=42068&PageID=9
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Save the date,

April 13 for the
Scotties Stampede
Our Own Ballston Spa 5k for Education

Staff News and Notes

Ballston Spa Students and Teacher 
Receive Awards

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 358 in Ballston Spa 
presented awards to Ballston Spa students and a teacher 
during a recent awards ceremony.  The Veterans of 
Foreign Wars offers a variety of nationally accredited 
awards and scholarships for both students and teachers. 
Caleb C. Beverly, an 8th grade Middle School student, 
received this year’s Patriot’s Pen Scholarship.  This year’s 
theme was “Why I Honor the American Flag.”  The essays 
are judged based on a student’s ability to understand 
and develop the given theme. 

Alexander Hodge, a senior, is this year’s recipient of 
the Voice of Democracy Scholarship. This scholarship was 
started in 1947 as a way to give students in grades 9-12 
the opportunity to express themselves in regards to their 
democratic ideas and principles.  Students present an 
audio-essay and are judged on originality, content and 
delivery.  This year’s theme was “Why My Vote Matters.”  

Susan Cinella, a second grade teacher at Gordon 
Creek Elementary School, was awarded the Smart/Mahar 
VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher of the Year 
Award.  This award is given annually to a teacher that 
promotes citizenship, patriotism and flag etiquette in the 
classroom setting. Congratulations to all of the Ballston 
Spa winners. Information about all of the scholarships 
and programs the Veterans of Foreign Wars have to offer 
can be found at VFW.org.  

District Welcomes New Director 
of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment 

The district recently appointed Kathleen Skellie as the 
new Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. 
Kathleen comes to us from Hudson Falls Central School 
District where she worked as a K-12 Instructional Coach. 
Prior service includes twenty-two years working for 
South Glens Falls Central School District as a teacher and 
literacy coach. She is certified in English, Literacy, as well 
as Educational Leadership, and resides in Washington 
County with her family.

District Selects New Health Leader
Mrs. Colleen Ferlo was 

appointed as District Health 
Leader earlier this fall, 
replacing Janice McPhee who 
retired from the district at 
the end of last school year. 
Mrs. Shelly Mauro has been 
appointed as a school nurse, 
replacing Mrs. Ferlo in her 
previous Middle/High School 
role. Mrs. Ferlo has worked 
in the district for 9 years as 
a school nurse, with experiences in all of the school 
buildings. She has been a Registered Nurse for 27 years 
in various settings including ICU and Urgent Care. She 
indicated that she is excited to be working in a new 
role as District Health Leader and remains committed 
to enhancing the health and wellness of our students 
and staff. Mrs. Ferlo has lived in Ballston Spa for 16 years 
with her husband Patrick and together raised their two 
daughters, both now BSHS graduates.

Superintendent Ken Slentz indicated that “As we 
continue to experience new issues with student physical, 
social, emotional, and mental health needs, our school 
nurses, counselors, psychologists, and social workers 
must increasingly work together as an integrated team 
to address the needs of our kids.” He continued, “We are 
fortunate that Colleen has stepped up to this position to 
assist in building that coordination and the knowledge 
needed.”

Mrs. Ferlo is located at the Ballston Spa High School 
and available at cferlo@bscsd.org or (518) 884-7150 
Ext. 2663.

Wood Road Teacher Earns Master 
Teacher Designation

An Elementary School teacher received praise and 
recognition from the Board of Education and school 
administrators after being selected for the New York 
State Master Teacher Program. The program is offered to 
the highest performing science, technology, engineering 
and math teachers. 

 “As a new member of the NYS Master Teacher 
Program, I’m most excited about the opportunities I’ll 
have to acquire and share knowledge of STEM concepts,” 
indicated Andrew Ferrone, Wood Road Elementary 
School 2nd grade teacher. 

The program creates a network of teachers and offers 
a number of professional development experiences 
to deepen teachers’ understanding of STEM content 
and the best methods of teaching their students in 
their particular communities. The ultimate goal of the 
program is to attract students to STEM related careers.

“We admire and are proud of Andrew as well as our 
other NYS Master Teacher recipients for their dedication 
and commitment to continuously improving their skills 
as a teacher and model learner for their students and 
their colleagues,” indicated Ken Slentz, Superintendent. 

Mr. Ferrone joins the ranks of other previously 
selected Master Teachers from Ballston Spa including 
High School Science instructors John Balet, Katie 
Calhoun, Shannon Hansen, Judith Selig, and Ank 
Meuwissen, and Matt Glogowski, a Secondary 
Mathematics Teacher. Please visit the NYS Master 
Teacher Program website at https://www.suny.
edu/masterteacher/cohort/capital-region/ for 
additional information. 

Staff Members Support Alzheimer’s 
Awareness 

Staff members throughout the district raise 
awareness and support for various causes throughout 
the year.  In the fall, over 60 Middle School staff members 
showed their support by wearing purple clothing 
to school and contributing over $600 to Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Day. 

Transportation Employees Donate 
Books to Schools

The Ballston Spa CSD Transportation Department 
has been collecting funds to purchase books through 
Scholastic Books special $1 Book program which 
provides a low cost solution to groups interested in 
purchasing books for school children. Each month the 
department has a collection and then purchases the 
corresponding number of new books, so far donating 
the books to the Malta Avenue, Gordon Creek,  Wood 
Road and Milton Terrace (photo) elementary schools.  If 
you would like to help, donations will continue to be 
accepted throughout the year at the Transportation 
Department, 1458 Saratoga Rd, Ballston Spa.

Ballston Spa Teachers Receive BSEF 
Enrichment Grants
The Ballston Spa Education Foundation (BSEF) 
recently presented over $7,900 in Fall 2018 grant 
awards to educators in the Ballston Spa Central 
School District for educational enrichment 
projects throughout the district. The recent fall 
cycle included the following grants:  $586 for 
the SeaPerch Robotics program at the Ballston 
Spa Middle School (BSMS), $2,328 to purchase 
materials for a MakersSpace at Wood Road, $2,500 
to acquire trail cameras for use at the High School 
and Wood Road, $2,145 for speech devices to be 
used districtwide and $341 for instructional carpets 
at the Malta Avenue School.

With these latest grant awards, the BSEF has, since 
its inception in 1996, funded over $371,000 in 
enrichment grants to the school district. The BSEF 
will host their major fundraiser, the annual Taste of 
Ballston Spa, on April 8, 2019 at the Ballston Spa 
High School. The BSEF is a volunteer, not-for-profit 
corporation, incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New York and registered with the Office 
of the New York State Attorney General, Bureau of 
Charities and has a 501(c)(3) designation by the 
IRS. For more information, please visit the BSEF 
website at www.bspaedfoundation.com or contact 
at info@bspaedfoundation.com.

Staff News and Notes

http://VFW.org
mailto:cferlo%40bscsd.org?subject=
https://www.suny.edu/masterteacher/cohort/capital-region/
https://www.suny.edu/masterteacher/cohort/capital-region/
mailto:info%40bspaedfoundation.com?subject=
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Upcoming School/Community Events - Winter/Spring 2019

Complete event information is located on the district website’s events calendar. Please check often for the latest info, or call the 
appropriate school office. Also, follow the district on Twitter @BSCSD or Instagram @BallstonSpaCSD for frequent updates and 
information.

MARCH
2 – Science and Engineering Fair, Wood Road Cafeteria, 9:30 am-11:30 am

7 – Incoming 9th Grade & AP World History Parent Night, BSHS Auditorium, 6:30-8:30 pm

7 – Clean Tech ECHS Information Night, TEC-SMART, 6:30 pm

9 – High School POPS Concert, BSHS Auditorium 7:30 pm

9 – Odyssey of the Mind Region 6 Competition, Queensbury Middle School

21 – College Jumpstart Night, BSHS Auditorium, 6:00-8:00 pm

21-22 – Spring Troupe Production, Newsies, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

23 – Spring Troupe Production, Newsies, BSHS Auditorium, 1:00 & 7:00 pm

30 – Suburban Council Middle School Music Festival Concert, BSHS Auditorium, 2:00 pm

APRIL
8 – Taste of Ballston Spa, BSHS Cafeteria, 6:00-8:00 pm

11 – Ballston Spa’s Got Talent, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

13 – Wellness Expo/Scotties Stampede 5K Fun Run/Walk, BSHS/BSMS

16 – IB Inner Core Exhibition, BSHS, 6:00 pm

18 – Walk About Program ends

19–26 – Spring Recess – No School

MAY
2 – Senior Awards Night, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

3 – Student Art Exhibits and First Friday Activities, Village of Ballston Spa, 6:00-9:00 pm

7 – High School Spring Concert, Part I,  BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm

9 – Gordon Creek Elementary School Spring Concert, 7:00 pm

13 – Middle School Spring Concert, Part I, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

14 – National Honor Society Induction/Junior Awards Ceremony, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

14 – Malta Avenue Elementary School Spring Concert, 7:00 pm

16 – Milton Terrace Elementary School Spring Concert, 7:00 pm

20 – Middle School Spring Concert, Part II, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

21 – Budget Vote/School Pride Day, 7:00 am – 9:00 pm

21 – Middle School/High School Art Show, BSHS Art Wing, 5:00 pm

21 – High School Spring Concert, Part II, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm

22 – Clean Tech ECHS Grades 9-10 Student Project Expo, TEC-SMART, 9:00 am

22 – Middle School Spring Concert, Part III, BSHS Auditorium, 7:00 pm

23 – High School Spring Concert, Part III, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm

27 – Memorial Day – No School

The Reader Winter 2019

District Combines Wellness Expo and 
Scotties 5K 
A districtwide Wellness Day focused on health and wellness will be held on April 13, 2019 from 9:00 am-
12:30 pm at the BSMS/HS Complex. Everyone in the Ballston Spa school community is invited to join together 
for the 4th annual 5k for Education Walk/Run, the Scotties Stampede. It will be held at 9:00 am, starting at 
the district’s tennis courts on Garrett Road.  The Wellness Expo will follow, beginning at 9:30 am in the High 
School cafeteria/gymnasium. 

The Wellness Expo is a FREE family-friendly event that is open to all residents of the district. Each school building will be showcasing service 
learning projects and educational activities that have taken place throughout the school year. Over forty health and wellness professionals from 
throughout our community and around the region are planning to attend and provide educational information on fitness, healthy eating, and 
related wellness topics. Free bicycle helmets will be available again this year to students, as well as the fingerprinting identification program for 
children and car seat checks. There will be drawings held throughout the day, including for free bicycles (for current students), and many other 
giveaways from the exhibitors. The Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association will hold a Book Bonanza at the event and give brand new books away FREE 
to participants who complete a registration form. 

Join us in the schools:
Science and Engineering Fair – March 2
Music Department Pops Concert – March 9
BSHS Spring Play – March 21-23
BSEF Taste of Ballston Spa – April 8
Districtwide Wellness Expo & Scotties 5K – April 13

Spring concerts, awards ceremonies and more…


